
OGT #4: Government, Enlightenment, and Citizen Rights and Responsibilities 
 
Types of Government 
1. Types of government are determined by who’s in charge and what type of power rulers have/or 

rights citizens have 
 

2. sovereign power: the right to rule 
 

3. monarchy: ruler inherits power, usually a king or queen 
 

4. absolute monarchy: 

 power is inherited (passed down through family)  

 claims power through divine right (chosen by God) 

 ruler has all the power and people have no rights or freedoms (similar to a dictatorship 
except for how the ruler gains power) 

 the people have no voice in selecting who rules  

 not all rulers are capable rulers  

 Ex, King Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette (French Revolution) 

 only exist today where governments have failed to check the of a ruling family 
 

5. constitutional monarchy:  

 power in inherited (passed down through family) 

 Power is limited by a constitution or an elected legislature. 

 People enjoy basic rights and a voice in government. 

 Ex. United Kingdom—Queen Elizabeth II is a figurehead; the real government body is the 
Parliament headed by the Prime Minister. The Lower House of Parliament is elected by the 
people and the Prime Minister is chosen from Parliament. 

 Other examples: the Netherlands, Kuwait, and Jordan 
 

6. dictatorship:  

  a single person or a small group (oligarchy) seize power (although later can be inherited) 

 Ruler has unlimited power. 

 Decision can be made quickly. 

 Usually has backing of the military and uses threat of force to remain in control. 

 The ruler makes the laws and runs the court system. 

 No separation of powers or checks and balances; Dissenters (people who disagree) are 
eliminated with intimidation, arrest, or murder. 

 Movement in and out of a country is tightly controlled. 

 Dictators control and use mass media (television, newspaper, radio, and the internet) and 
propaganda as a way to glorify the dictator propaganda and control the people. 

 Usually there is only one political party at a time in the country. 

 If elections are held, they are rigged in a way so that there is no secret ballot (officials know 
who you voted for), there is only one party of the ballot, or only one name is on the ballot. 

 Ex. Hitler (Germany), Stalin (USSR), North Korea, and Cuba 
 



7. Theocracy:  

 State-sanction religion 

 Political leaders = religious leaders  

 People must abide by the customs, beliefs, and tradition of state religion. 

 No religious toleration;  other rights depend upon the flexibility of the religion 

  Ex: Iran (Shah) , Vatican (Pope), the Taliban 
 

8. Democracy (of the people):  

 government is based on people’s consent and the rule of law 

 people have rights and liberties 

 majority (more than half) rule is followed 
 

9. Direct democracy; all citizens vote on each issues (only in small communities) 
 

10. Representative democracy: elect people to represent them in government 
 

11. The United States is a representative democracy or a republic. 
 

12. Parliamentary Democracy: 

 Voters elect a legislature known as Parliament.  

 Members of Parliament choose the Prime Minister (executive) who is in charge of leading 
Parliament and carrying out its laws.  

 The Prime Minister can be removed by a majority vote at any time= no-confidence vote 

 The Prime Minister can dissolve Parliament and call for new elections. 

 Often a country with a parliamentary democracy will also be a constitutional monarchy. 

 Examples: United Kingdom, Canada, and the Baltic regions (formerly part of the USSR) 
 

13. Presidential Democracy:  

 People vote in elections and separately elect members of Congress and the President 

 Separation of power: three branches of government (outlined in Article I, II, & III of the 
U.S. Constitution 

 legislature (Congress) makes laws 

 executive (President) carries out the laws 

 judicial (Supreme Court): interprets laws and declares unfair laws to be unconstitutional 

 Congress is bicameral (two houses): the Senate and the House of Representatives 

 Congress approves the budget, declares war, coins money, and has the power to impeach. 

 Impeachment: accuse an official of wrong doing; if found guilty in a trial, then the official 
can be removed from office. 

 Two presidents have been impeached: Andrew Johnson and Bill Clinton; neither was 
removed from office.  Nixon resigned before impeachment proceedings were concluded. 

 The President is advised by department heads called the Cabinet 

 Ex.  United States, Mexico, the Philippines, South Korea, most counties of South America. 



14. Checks and Balances: Each branch in a presidential democracy can check the powers of the 
other branches; Congress can pass a law, but the law can be vetoed by the President or declared 
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. 
 

Working Within the Government: 
15. Changes can be made working within the government through political action such as staying 

informed, voting in elections, volunteering, lobbying the government, and running for office, 
but sometimes these methods do not work or work quickly enough. 
 

16. Citizen action is far easier within governments where people have a voice (freedom of speech 
and press) such as in democracies. 
 

17. Repressive governments—dictatorships, absolute monarchies, and theocracies—work to 
maintain concentrated powers within a few and citizen action is usually violent crushed. 

 
18. There is always a minority group (less than half) in a country that will not get equal treatment; 

ex. women, LGBT community, African Americans, other ethnic or religious groups 
 

19. Special Interest Group; organization dedicated to pressuring government to pass laws in favor of 
their group; ex. NOW—National Organization for Women—pressure Congress to pass 
legislation enforcing equal pay for equal work 
 

20. Political Action Group: PAC; special interest group (like farmers or teachers) seeking to get its 
policies to enacted into laws  

 are able to contribute larger sums of money than individual citizens 

 officials may demonstrate their gratitude for these donations by voting for legislation that 
benefit the PAC  

 limited to what they may spend to an individual campaign but no limit on lobbying. 
 

21. Companies and associations (organization whose members are companies within the same 
industries, such as automobile manufacturers or insurance companies) may also contribute to 
campaigns and urge elected officials to pass or fail legislation based on its effects on PAC 
members. 
 

22. Lobbyist are individuals who represent special interest groups. 

 They try to contact elected officials and their staffs personally to persuade them to take 
positions that favor the special interest group. 

 Lobbyist are regulated by government 
 

23. Even with millions of dollars being spent by political parties, interest groups, and lobbyist to 
influence government officials, the strongest influence is often the media which is often used to 
shape public opinion. 

 
24. Often extreme discontent among the citizens about the decisions (or lack of) of the government 

or the slow process of democracies can led to more extreme actions. 
 

 



Working Outside the Government 
25. Citizens can work outside or against the government by using social protest, civil disobedience, 

or revolution. 
 

26. Social protest:  

 demands by a group for change 

 usually permitted in democracies and constitutional monarchies 

 ex: assemble peacefully, circulate ideas, and petition or lobby the government 

  if citizens break laws = civil disobedience 
 
27. Civil disobedience: breaking the law on purpose because you believe the law is wrong 

 Abolitionist Movement 

 Henry David Thoreau during the Civil War (refused to pay taxes to support slavery 

 Gandhi during the Indian Independence Movement from Great Britain (fasting and Salt 
March to the Sea) 

 Dr. Reverend Martin Luther King used Gandhi’s ideas of pacifism to lead the Civil Rights 
Movement 

 Women’s Suffrage Movement (Susan B. Anthony) 

 Student Protest Movements (Counterculture) during the Vietnam War 

 Fall of Communism in Europe (The Berlin Wall) 

 Chinese protest in Tiananmen Square, Beijing China 

 End of Apartheid (white minority dominated the black majority) in South Africa until 1990s. 
 

28. Revolution: the violent overthrow of the government 

 Communist Revolution—Bolshevik Revolution: during WWI, the communists overthrew 
the absolute monarchy and set up a dictatorship that would usher in the Cold War after 
World War II. 

 Lenin—“peace, bread, and land”; convinced the serfs (peasants) that as long as Tsar 
Nicholas ruled that Russia would continue to fight in capitalist wars and people would never 
have enough food or the ability to own land. 
 

Enlightenment 
29. Enlightenment: a movement of ideas that occurred in Europe between 1680 and 1790.  

 Thinkers attempted to apply reason to understand, explain, and even change the world; 

 Introduced new ideas about religion, man, and the influence of nature. 

 Caused changes in politics, economics, and European culture. 

  influenced by new developments in science (Galileo, Copernicus, Bacon) and mathematics 
(Newton, Decartes); 

 rejected tradition, authority, or church teachings based on faith alone;  

 believed in free exercise of reason and the direct observation of nature (scientific method) to 
discover the fixed laws which they believed would explain the world. 
 
 
 
 



30. Enlightenment Thinkers: 
 Thomas Hobbes: social contract 
 Jean-Jacques Rousseau; social contract 
 Voltaire: “I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it.” 
 Baron de Montesquieu: separation of powers, checks and balances 

 
31. Key Ideas of the Enlightenment: 

 the power of human reason (logic)—think for yourself 
 natural laws: world operated according to fixed principles which were discoverable  
 Adam Smith believed that the market economy could run on its own without government 

interference—laissez faire. 
 natural rights: personal freedom and to own and use property (life, liberty, and property) that 

cannot be taken away 
 social contract: the ultimate source of political power was the people who enter agreement 

with the government to give up some rights to protect others 
 John Locke: citizens entered into a contract with their ruler to protect their rights; if a ruler 

violated this contract then the people had the right to overthrow their ruler and to create a 
new government in its place. 

 rejected Divine Right: Kings had traditionally justified their rule on the basis of being 
appointed by and directly answerable to God. 

 religious toleration: accept different religious beliefs without conflict, and separation between 
church and state; 

 rejected slavery of any kind 
 led to the decline of absolutism and absolute monarchies. 
 Led to dissension among people. 
 People began to demand more participation in government. 

 
Revolutions 
32. These ideas inspired three important revolutions—in the North American colonies, France, and 

Latin America 
 

33. The American Revolution: 1775-1782 
 American colonist protests when the British government taxed them without their consent. 
 Thomas Jefferson: wrote the Declaration of Independence—the King of England had 

violated the colonists’ natural rights 
 

30. The French Revolution: 1789-1799 
 The Enlightenment, widespread poverty among French peasants, and a rigid social class 

system that placed the burden of taxation on the lower classes culminated in the French 
Revolution and years of political change. 

 By 1780, France experience severe economic problems due to the French and Indian War 
and helping finance the American Revolution. 

 During the French Revolution, citizens established a National Assembly which issued the 
Declaration of Rights of Man, which ended the privileges of the nobility.  

 They abolished serfdom, seized Church lands, and issued a Constitution.  
 Soon after, the French abolished the monarchy, executed the King, and established a 

republic. 
 



31. Latin American Independence: 1798-1825 
 By 1800 European imperialism dominated Latin America. 
 However, Napoleon’s invasion of Spain and Portugal set into motion a series of liberation 

wars in Latin America. 
 Enlightenment ideas, such as the notion that people were entitled to a government that 

protected their interests, as well as the examples of the American and French Revolutions, 
inspired Latin American leaders such as Simon Bolivar to fight for independence from 
Spain. 

 By 1811 Spain had lost most of its territorial holdings in Latin America. 
 Countries of Central and South America will gradually gain independence and become 

sovereign countries. 
 
Constitutional Rights 
34. The Constitution was written with the Enlightenment ideals in mind as well as the examples of 

the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, English Common law, the Mayflower Compact, and 
the Declaration of Independence 
 

35. The delegates to the Constitutional Convention met in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1787. 
 

36. Although senators were originally chosen by state legislatures, senators have been elected directly 
by the people since the ratification of the 17th Amendment in 1913. 
 

37. One great debate among the framers was the structure of the executive branch. The individual 
with the largest number of electoral votes become president; the individual with the second 
largest vote count became vice president. 
 

38. The president is chosen by the Electoral College.  Each state gets a number of electoral votes 
equal to the number of U.S. senators and representatives.  In any state, the candidate getting the 
largest number of the popular vote (cast by citizens) usually get all the state’s electoral vote.   
 

39. A candidate needs a majority of electoral vote (270 out of a total of 538) to win the presidency.  
A candidate can be elected by winning the 12 biggest states, which have 281 electoral votes 
between them. A candidate can be elected by winning the 12 biggest states, which have 281 
electoral votes between them or without even winning the popular vote. 
 

40. Conflict within the executive branch, compounded by a tie in the presidential election of 1800 
(Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr), fostered the 12th Amendment (1804), establishing the 
separate elections of president and vice president. 

 
41. The ability to amend the constitution provided by Article V acknowledges that change is both 

inevitable and necessary to ensure the rights of citizens. 
 

42. The Framers of the Constitution provided a method by which the Constitution could be 
amended: Either two-thirds of the states could propose a constitutional convention (has never 
occurred) or two-thirds of both houses of Congress could propose an amendment. 
 

43. Three-fourths of the states must ratify any proposed amendment for it to become part of the 
Constitution. 



44. Amendment: change in the text of the U.S. Constitution normally to create new rights 
 

45. Bill of Rights: 1st 10 Amendments to the Constitution added in 1791 
 

46. Amendments to U.S. Constitution: 
 1st: Freedom of Speech, press, assembly, and petition 
 2nd: Right to keep arms 
 3rd: Quartering of troops in homes only with people’s consent 
 4th: Search and Seizure: police need to get a warrant to search your home 
 5th: Rights of accused such as the right to remain silent and to have a lawyer; equal 

      protection under law and rights to property; double jeopardy 
 6th: Right to a speedy trial 
 7th: Right to a jury trial in civil cases 
 8th: Rights concerning bail, fines, and punishments 
 9th: Powers reserved to the people 
 10th Powers reserved to the states 
 11th: Lawsuits Against States 
 12th: Electing President and Vice-President on same ticket 
 13th: Slavery is abolished 
 14th: all people born or naturalized in the U.S are guaranteed rights (due process) 
 15th: all male citizens have the right to vote 
 16th: Income Tax 
 17th: Direct Election of Senators 
 18th: Prohibition19th: Women Suffrage 
 20th: Lame Duck Amendment (Shorten time between election and taking office) 
 21st: Repeal of Prohibition 
 22nd: Presidential Term Limits (2 terms or 10 years) 
 23rd: Election of Representatives from D.C. 
 24th: Poll Taxes Prohibited 
 25th: Presidential Disability and Succession 
 26th: Voting Rights for 18 year olds 
 27th: Congressional Salary 

 
47. Suffrage (voting) rights; 

 Before the Constitution, the majority of the voters were white, male landowners who were 
21-years-old. 

 15th Amendment (1870): gave black men the right to vote 
 19th Amendment (1920): gave women the right to vote 
 23rd: Allowed residents of Washington D.C. to vote in presidential elections 
 24th Amendment : don't have to pay a poll tax to vote 
 26th Amendment (1971): gave 18-year-olds and up the right to vote 

 
Federalism 
48. Federalism: the powers of the government are divided between the federal (U.S. government) 

and the state government. 
 

49. Some powers are delegated (given only) to the federal government such as declaring war, coining 
money, and making treaties. 



50. Some powers are reserved to the states such as marriage, divorce, education, and driving laws. 
 

51. Some powers are concurrent (shared) between the federal and states such as making laws and 
collecting taxes. 
 

52. The passing of the 18th Amendment (Prohibition) allowed the federal government to restrict 
alcohol which was previous powers of the state.  Repealed by the 21st Amendment. 
 

53. 14th Amendment (1868) prohibited each state from denying any person “the equal protection of 
the laws: Extension of the 5th Amendment federal protection 
 

54. “Jim Crow” laws; laws passed by states to segregate (separate) the races 
 
Supreme Court Decisions 
55. The judicial branch, established by Article III of the Constitution, provided for “one supreme 

Court, and such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.” 
 

56. The Supreme Court is made up of one Supreme Court Justice and 8 associate justices (9 total). 
 

57. The Supreme Court justices are nominated by the President and verified by the Senate. 
 

58. Five out of the nine justices have to agree to reach a decision. 
 

59. Expansion of the power of the courts came in 1803 when the principle of judicial review was 
established by the Marbury v. Madison decision. 
 

60. The power of judicial review allows the courts to determine whether the action of government 
are constitutional.  Over the years, it has permitted the Supreme Court to strike down actions of 
the executive branch, decision of lower federal and state courts, and legislation passed by state 
and local governments. 
 

61. Judicial review reflects the bias of the Court and can change with time.  The Supreme Court 
decisions have changed our understanding of the Constitution. 

 
62. Dred Scott v Sanford (1857): declared slaves to be property 

 Dred Scott was a slave who had been taken into an area of the U.S. that prohibited slavery 
under the Missouri Compromise, a law passed by Congress which had divided the U.S. into 
a northern free area and a southern slave area. 

 Dred Scott sued for freedom but was denied since it was declared that the Missouri 
Compromise deprived citizens of the right to property was unconstitutional 
 

63. “Plessy v. Ferguson (1897): “separate but equal;”  
 Homer Plessy sat in the white carriage of a segregated railroad car and was arrested 
 Plessy claimed that Jim Crow laws denied him equal protection under the 14th Amendment 
 Court claimed that segregation does not interfere with equal protection since Plessy was not 

denied access to the train 
 made state segregation (separation based on race) legal; separate facilities (restrooms, water 

fountains, schools, etc) 



64. Brown v. Board of Education (1954): reversed Plessy; segregated schools were unconstitutional  
 Linda Brown was denied to access to a white school closer than the segregated school 
 Court ruled that segregation on the basis of race generates a feeling of inferiority 
 Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal. 
 Thurgood Marshall-lawyer for the NAACP and later 1st African American on Supreme 

Court and Supreme Court Justice) 
 

65. Affirmative action programs were established in the 1960s to give minorities better changes to 
compete for admission to colleges, job opportunities, and government contracts. 
 

66. Some affirmative action programs simply require that a certain number of minority persons or 
businesses be included as finalists for a position or contract and that the winner be proven to be 
the most qualified. 
 

67. Other programs used quotas, or a set percentage of positions or contracts that must go to 
minorities. 
 

68. University of California v. Bakke (1978) Reverse discrimination case (affirmative action) 
 university could not deny admission to Bakke who was white due to a quota system which 

allowed less qualified minority students admission; this was unconstitutional,  
 Decision was confusing because Court did rule that race could be used as one factor in the 

admission process that would allow a more diverse student body 
 

Limits on Individual Rights 
69. If the rights of one individual comes in conflict with the rights of others or with the common 

good (society’s needs as a whole), the rights can be restricted 
 

70. The government may create agencies, such as police departments, and pass laws that ensure 
public safety or ensure equal opportunity. 
 

71. 1st Amendment: Freedom of speech, press, assembly, press, and petition 
 ensures citizens can discuss any ideas and criticize government actions  
 do not have the right to hurt or endanger others; yelling “Fire” in a crowded theater as a joke 
 In 1917, Congress passed the Espionage Act.  The legislation established strong penalties for 

acts of espionage (spying) and prohibited interference with army recruitment.   
 The Clear and Present Danger Test: Schneck vs. U.S; if speech creates a danger that is clear, 

probably, and immediate;  
 Supreme Court Justice—Oliver Wendell Holmes “Your right to swing your fist ends where 

my nose begins.” 
 National Security: Freedom of press allows the newspapers to print information they learn 

about government activities; however if the information could jeopardize national security, it 
can be limited 

 Slander: a lie someone speaks to hurt another; libel: written lies; both are prohibited 
 

72. The U.S.A. Patriot Act, first passed by Congress followed the attacks on the World Trade 
Towers in New York City on September 11, 2001, allows for greater restrictions of individual 
rights under certain circumstances especially applied to individuals who pose a risk to national 
security. 



73. The Constitution guarantees each individual several fundamental rights, like the right to privacy. 
 

74. However, the government may interfere with our privacy or other fundamental rights if it can 
demonstrate a “compelling government interest.” 
 

75. Eminent Domain: the power of the government to take private lands for public use such as 
schools, highways, libraries, ect. 

 
76. After the Civil War, the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendment was passed to give former slaves 

citizenship rights. 
 

77. Amendment: abolished slavery 
 

78. 14th Amendment: defined citizenship 
 

79. 15th: gave all men the right to vote 
 

80. As the muckrakers were fighting corruption, others were fighting racial discrimination. 
 

81. Some African Americans, under the leadership of Booker T. Washington, felt it was best to 
accept discrimination and work hard to earn white people’s respect. 
 

82. In opposition to this philosophy was the Niagara Movement, a fellowship of African-American 
intellectuals led by W.E.B. DuBois, which demanded full civil liberties for African Americans 
and an end to racial discrimination and intolerance. 
 

83. The NAACP: National Association for the Advancement of Colored People was established.  
This group used and continues to use the legal system and voting (political action) to achieve 
equality for blacks. 

 


